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STATE BUDGET — SENIORS’ CONCESSIONS 

496. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Treasurer: 
Before I ask my question, on behalf of the member for Midland, I acknowledge the students from 
Midvale Primary School. 

I refer to the Treasurer’s comment during the estimates hearing on 21 May 2014—after the commonwealth 
budget—regarding the federal withdrawal of seniors’ concessions funding. He said — 

We, the Western Australian government, have no intention of changing the volume of money or the 
allocation of that money over the next year or so. We do not have a policy to change anything to do 
with that. 

Those words, of course, are in stark contrast to his government’s decision yesterday to strip seniors and 
pensioners of $21 million in allowances. 

(1) Was the Treasurer involved in the decision announced by the Premier yesterday to cut the $21 million 
from the cost-of-living payment? 

(2) If he had no intention of changing any of the seniors’ funding last month, why has the Treasurer 
suddenly changed policy and ripped away this money? 

(3) Does the Treasurer intend to make any further cuts to seniors’ concessions in the 2014–15 financial 
year? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN replied: 
(1)–(3) Thanks for the question. Again, as my colleague, the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering indicated, 

we have not changed the volume of money that the state pays into the various concessions at all. We 
came into this budget committed to spending $405 million, and that is what we will spend. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Just let me finish. The member for Victoria Park asked his question; let me get to it. We have 
not changed the volume. What we have done, given the commonwealth government’s decision to cut its share, is 
make adjustments to not backfill the commonwealth’s $25 million. We decided to continue with our very 
generous and wideranging concessions, and that is what we are doing. We are not backfilling for the 
commonwealth on this issue. That is what the minister said, that is what we announced yesterday and that is 
what we have done. We announced in the budget a review of concessions and we will look at making those, and, 
as I indicated in the budget speech, they will be more tightly targeted and equitable. That is what we will do. We 
have no intention of changing anything beyond what we have already announced and put forward, and the only 
reason that we made those changes yesterday is that the commonwealth withdrew after a longstanding multi-
decade agreement to contribute to concessions. It unilaterally withdrew those concessions and we will continue 
with our $405 million program, in full. 
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